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NINETEENTH REPORT.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMIS-
SIONERS OF HER MAJESTY’S TREASURY.

My Logbs,

I BAVE the honour to present to your Lordships the
Nineteenth Annual Report on the Post Office ; being that for
the year 1872.

INLAND SERVICE.

The number of Post Offices in the United Kingdom was in- post Offices.
creased last year by nearly 300 ; so that there are now upwards
of 12,200, of which nearly 870 are Head Offices.
The number of Road Letter Boxes was increased by over 700 ;
making a total of nearly 8,400.
Thus, the whole number of postal receptacles is now upwards
of 20,600; as compared with about 14,800 ten years ago, and with
little more than 4,500 before the establishment of Penny
Postage in 1840,
In London alone there are now more than 1,500 such
receptacles,
The new Post Office in St. Martins-le-Grand is approaching
completion, and is already in partial occupation.
The new Offices at Sunderland and Wolverhampton have been
completed and occupied. Progress has been made with the
Offices at Birmingham and Colchester ; the office at Bury is
nearly finished, and building operations will soon be commenced
at Aberdeen, Carlisle, and Rochdale. Building-sites, including,
in two instances, large buildings suitable for adaptation as Post
Offices, bave been purchased or are on the eve of purchase at
Chester, Shrewsbury, Cork, Limerick, Peterborough, Stockport,
Oldham, and Warrington ; improvements have been made ut
many other Offices, and further improvements are in contem-
plation.
At nearly 450 places free deliveries have been established for Free deliveries.
the first time ; and at more than 800 other places the deliveries
have been extended in their area or increased in number.
The measures mentioned in the last Report as about to be Delivery on
adopted, with a view of relieving Rural Messengers of part of Sundsy.

-
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their Sunday duty, (by arranging for the performance of this
duby on alternate Sundays by substitutes,) and for diminishing,
where practicable, the whole amount of Sunday labour, have
been carried into effect.

Many places have been provided with Day Mail accommo-
dation for the first time ; and additional Day Mails have been
established between many other places. The Day Mail from
London to Edinburgh and Glasgow has been accelerated, so as to
allow of the delivery of letters on the evening of arrival ; and
the Day Mail Service to London from Ipswich, Norwich, and
Yarmouth has also been greatly improved.

An important acceleration has been made in the Night
Mail to Perth, Dundee, and Aberdeen ; benefiting by the way
several towns in Fifeshire. A similar improvement has been
effected in the Night Mail from the north to the west of
England ; and the arrangement described in the last Report,
under which extra Night Mails are despatched to many places,
and an early delivery obtained for a great number of letters
posted at late hours, has been much extended.

LETTERS, PosT CARDS, NEWSPAPERS, AND BOOK PACKETS,

The number of letters in 1871, as stated in the last Report,
was nearly 915,000,000; but since that Report was written
grave doubts have arisen regarding the accuracy of some of the
Returns on which the statement was made ; and a strict exami-
vation has shown that the real number was probably about
870,000,000. Beginning with the last quarter of 1872, such a
system of check-counting has now been established as will, in
future, bring to light any considerable error which a Post-
master may make in his Return. In my next Report, therefore,
I shall be able to give the number of letters with confidence.

The same remarks apply to the numbers of post cards, news-
papers, and book packets; which were respectively entered in
the Report for 1871 at 75,000,000, 99,000,000, and 103,000,000.

In my last Report I called attention to the temptations to
which many of our officers, especially among the Sorters
and Letter Carriers, are exposed, through the neglect of a
portion of the public to register packets containing valuable
enclosures ; coupled often with so careless a manner of folding
as to make the nature of the contents quite evident; and I
expressed my intention of applying for your Lordships’ authority
to make registration, which is now compulsory only in regard to
letters containing coin, compulsory also in regard to letters con-
taining bank-notes, jewellery, or postage stamps ; unless these are
80 packed that their contents cannot be detected ; adding that,
a8 a preliminary step, I had issued a public notice, very widely
circulated, urging the public carefully to fold, seal, and register all
packets containing bank-notes or jewellery, and, besides careful
folding, either to register all letters containing postage stamps or
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to keep down the number of such stamps by the use, when neces-
sary, of stamps of considerable value. I said that I was not
sanguine as to the success of this notice, but that the result
would settle, beyond doubt, the necessity of resorting to compul-
sory registration. The practical effect has accorded with my
expectation. The notice has not, indeed, been wholly inope-
rative ; but the evil to be remedied is still so great that, as
you are aware, I have been obliged to ask for the authority
adverted to; and as you have been pleased to grant it, I have
now to announce that as soon as the necessary arrangements can
be completed the measure will be brought into operation.,

I again gladly express my conviction that the great body of"
|men in our service are sﬁcﬂz honest ; but to wEa:?'Eh"‘ex'tent
even a 1ew thieves can now plunder the public may be gathered
from the fact that, on a late occasion, a single Letter Carrier,

ed of stealing, was found, on examination, to have in his
pockets not fewer than seven letters containing postage stamps.

The heedlessness with which risks are sometimes run is
astounding ; but of all cases that have come before me, one
of the most surprising relates to what is generally regarded as an
exemplar of caution and prudence, viz, a Scotch bank ; from
which an unregistered letter was lately sent, containing an
uncrossed cheque for 5007, which was stolen and quickly cashed.

In compliance with the urgent solicitations of the Committee private post
of Wholesale and Retail Stationers of the United Kingdom, cards
permission was given, under certain restrictions, for private
cards, impressed with a halfpenny stamp at the Office of Inland
Revenue and serving as letters, to pass through the post like
post cards issued by Government. But of this concession little
use has been made.

The privileges of the Inland Book Post are, I regret to say, Abuse of the
greatly abused. Not only letters, partly printed and partly Book Post.
written, which have no claim to be regarded as circulars, but
letters, about which there cannot possibly be any mistake, are
posted, in large numbers, in halfpenny wrappers; contrary to
the express regulations of the Book Post; a common notion on
the part of the public appearing to be that because a letter may
be sent for a halfpenny as a post card it may also be sent for a
halfpenny as a book packet.

As it is impossible for the officers of the Department, however
vigilant, to detect every contravention of the rules, many of
these letters, no doubt, pass unnoticed, and are delivered without
any surcharge ; of course to the injury of the Revenue.

In order, if possible, to diminish the evil, I issued, last August,
a notice to the public, explaining very fully that there is no legal
way of sending letters, even though partly printed, through
the post for a halfpenny, except by means of post cards; and I
think it well to take this opportunity of again directing publie
attention to the subject.
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Antumnal As on a previous occasion, arrangements were made to provide

manmuvres.  postal accommodation for the troops assembled, last year, for the
autumnal manceuvres at the Blandford and Pewsey Camps. At
these camps not fewer than 130,000 letters were despatched, and
no less than 200,000 letters, with nearly 3,000 newspapers,
received. :

Letters sent The number of letters which, owing to wrong addresses and

to Returned  other causes, found their way to the Returned Letter Office did

Letter Office: 10t greatly differ from the number in 1871; and was about
3,600,000. Of these about 170,000 were sent back to foreign
countries ; and of the remainder it was found practicable to re-
issue with corrected addresses, or to return to the senders, upwards
of 8,000,000, or more than eleven-twelfths.*

Valuable About 88,000 of the undelivered letters contained property of

enclosures.  Jjfferent kinds, (being an increase of about 10 per cent. upon
the previous year,) and of these, more than 300 bad no address,
although containing coin or bank notes.

Besides the property thus posted, there were 2,700 valuable
books which, owing to careless packing or weak envelopes,
escaped from their covers, but were recorded so as to allow of
their being traced if enquired for; and more than 51,000
postage stamps were found loose in the different Post Offices.

Letters withont ' The total number of letters posted, last year, without any

any address.  address was upwards of 15,000 ; being about 500 more than in
the previous year.

Undelivered In my last Annual Report reference was made to the enormous

pewspapers.  number of newspapers posted for transmission abroad which
have to be stopped in their progress, owing to insufficient
payment of postage. Great efforts have been made by the
Department to direct public attention to this matter; but not-
withstanding all that has been done, the number of such news-
papers continues to be very large, having been last year nearly
600,000 ; causing, no doubt, much disappointment, and leading
often to unmerited complaint against the Post Office. It seems
to be thought by a large number of persons that a penny or even
a halfpenny stamp will carry a newspaper of any weight to any
place whatever ; whereas no newspaper can be sent abroad for a
halfpenny, and it is only to certain countries, and by certain
routes, and when the weight does not exceed a quarter of a pound,
that even a penny will suffice; while as a rule, unless the fuil
postage is prepaid, the newspaper cannot be forwarded at all. As
the Post Office has generally no means of ascertaining who are the
senders of newspapers, insufficiently paid copies are necessarily
destroyed ; and thus, not only the newspaper, but also the sum
paid upon it, is sacrificed. _

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon persons sending
newspapers to their friends in the colonies and other places
abroad that the halfpenny rate is applicable to inland news-
papers only ; that on newspapers going abroad the lowest rate

* See table in Appendix, page 19, giving details.

e I o . ‘-a‘
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is one penny ; and that when the weight of any such newspaper
exceeds four ounces the lowest rate is twopence. The true
amount, however, will always be found by reference to the table
in the Postal Guide. The rule as to weight should be especially
borne in mind in sending the illustrated newspapers.

The neglect of another rule, viz., that fixing eight days from
the date of publication as the limit within which a news-
paper must be posted for foreign transmission, also leads to the
loss of a large number of newspapers; such number last year
having been more than 100,000.

Owing to the loose manner in which many newspapers and Letters found
other large packets are made up, it often happens that letters of .'?;i‘l'd'p‘e’ﬁ. &e
ordinary size get between the folds, and go wide of their T oo
destination. A record of such cases kept in the Post Office of
Liverpool (comprising, probably, but a small portion of the
whole number) shows that during a single quarter of a year
not fewer than 49 letters were found to be thus concealed. And
a gentleman residing in Manchester who is in the habit of
posting a weekly newspaper to Canada, states that in the copies
s0 despatched three such concealed letters were found within
a space of nine months. This evil, which should be guarded
against by careful folding, has naturally increased since the
reduction in the rates of postage; which has of course led
to a large increase in the number of bulky packets.

For similar reasons care should be taken when sending letters Letters for
to tropical countries either to avoid the use of wax or to employ bot countries.
the special kind of wax made to resist the action of heat. There
was lately an instance of a valuable letter which had been sent
to Buenos Ayres, and which for a time was supposed to be lost,
being at last discovered adhering to another and larger letter
which had been sealed with ordinary wax.

TELEGRAPHS.

There has again been a large and steady increase of Postal Development
Telegraphic business. of service.

The number of new offices opened (305) is, indeed, small Telegraph
compared with the number in 1871, but this is owing to the °fices.
previous wide extension of the telegraphic system ; an exten-
sion reaching to a large number of villages and hamlets which,
for many years at least, would probably not have enjoyed
these advantages, except for the transfer of the telegraphs to the
State. The total number of telegraph offices open at the end of
the year was rather more than 5,400.

The number of ordinary messages last year reached a total of Number of
nearly 15,000,000 ;* showing an increase of nearly 3,000,000, messages-
or about 25 per cent.; while a still greater increase took place
in the number of words transmitted for the newspaper press;

* See Appendix, page 24.
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Pressmessages. the press messages (excluding some sent as ordinary telegrams)
having, last year, contained more than 28,000,000 words ; being
an increase of 7,000,000 words, or more than 33 per cent.

Number of During a single night, when important ministerial statements

:::}:is 'ﬁ:‘ It were made in Parliament, upwards of 200,000 words, or about
100 columns of the “ Times ” newspaper, were transmitted from
the Central Station in London for publication in the provincial
papers.

Mileage of The total length of the Postal Telegraph wires at the end of

Telegrapn the year was more than 105,000 miles; of which about 5,000

wires. miles were rented by private persons. In 1871 the total mileage

: was rather less than 88,000.

Private wires,. ~ The progress of the Private Wire system during the past year
has been very satisfactory; for while it was estimated that
the aggregate rentals for private wires in the year ending last
March would be 81,0007, the actual amount was 38,0001.

The prospects of the current financial year are still more
satisfactory ; and already the aggregate rentals are at the rate
of 39,000.*

Number of The telegraph instruments at the end of the year numbered

instruments.  more than 7,500 ; being an increase during the year of nearly
1,200.

Antamnal The autumnal manceuvres, occurring, as the last of them did,

maneuvres,  in a district which is only served by minor telegraph offices,
called for special arrangements of no ordinary character. Often
the work had to be performed under -curiously devised
arrangements. At one place a shed in the Postmaster’s
back-yard was used as an office; and on more than omne
occasion 500 ordinary messages and 50,000 words of news were
there dealt with in a single day. At another place the instru-
ments were fitted up temporarily in a barber’s shop; to the
no slight discomfiture of the rustic customers when they learnt
that they could not be shaved until the manceuvres were over.

The special telegraph work in connection with these
manceuvres amounted to nearly 14,000 private messages and
upwards of half-a~million words for the Press; the total charge

Wimbledon  Peing upwards of 1,000L. The National Rifle Meeting at Wim-

Rifie Meeting. bledon produced over 3,000 private messages and nearly 80,000

Agricultural  Words for the Press. The telegraphic business of agricultural

shows, &c.  shows increased from 2,500 messages in 1871 to 9,500 in 1872 ;
while even regattas and cricket matches yielded uearly 3,000
messages.

Other events. In addition to public events of these kinds, Royal progresses,
parliamentary elections, political demonstrations, funerals, trials,
accidents, fétes, and fairs have engaged the attention of the
Special Staff.

Guy Fawkes On the 5th of November a leading London newspaper had to

Day at Lewes. telegraph a column and a half of news from Lewes; where it

* For further details, see Appendix, pages 25 and 26.

L.
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appears this anniversary is kept as a kind of féte. A special

telegraphist, then engaged at Brighton, was sent over for the

occasion ; but had considerable difficulty in doing his work ;

for the crowd outside pelted him with squibs and other .fire-

works through the Post Office window ; so that his attention

was divided between getting off his news and quenching the

fires caused by the mob.

P On the occa.sionh of the chess tournament at the Crystal S:;:n:fxr;he
alace, the telegraphic wires communicating with Glasgow, Hull,

Nottingham, ie:‘girr:ningham, and Bristol wire carriedg(;nto the Crystal Palace.

building ; and the operation of telegraphing the different moves

was conducted in & railed enclosure in full view of a large

number of interested spectators.

The New Telegraph Carriage or “office on wheels” as it is Travelling
commonly called, has fully answered its purpose, and has proved JacgrP"
an object of general interest. It was employed at the autumnal
manceuvres, at the Oxford and Cambridge boat race, the Henley
regatta, the Oxford and Cambridge and Eton and Harrow
cricket matches, and the Smithfield Club cattle show.

MoNEY ORDERS.*

During the last year nearly 270 additional Money Order Money Order
Offices (serving also as Savings Banks) were opened; making Offices.
the whole number upwards of 4,600.

The hope expressed in the last Report that I should soon Money Order
receive the consent of the Governments both of India and ® stem with
Ceylon to the extension of the Money Order system to those ‘¢ “®°™*
dependencies has been fulfilled, and for a considerable time the
business has been in full operation ; leading, in the case of India,
to a large amount of business.

With a few exceptions of minor importance, the Money Order
system is now in full action between this country and all her
colonies and possessions.

In addition to the colonial extension, the system was last Money Order
year established with Italy; and, on the lst of May in the conventions.
present year, with Paris; this latter, I trust, being but a fore-
runner of its extension to the whole of France.

The number of Inland Money Orders increased from rather Number of
more than 12,000,000 in 1871 to nearly 14,000,000 (amounting nand Money
to 24,000,000l.) in 1872; or by nearly 16 per cent. Owing, )
however, to the great reduction in the commission on Money
Orders for small sums (which constitute a large portion of the
whole), this increase of business, instead of producing an in-
crease of profit, has led to a positive dimihution thereof; the
estimated amount in 1872 (including about 3,000l for un-
claimed money orders) being less than 10,000l ; as compared Profit
with nearly 23,0000 in 1871, or with nearly 49,000l in 1870;
the last complete year before the reduction in the rate of com-

Inission,

* For detailed information, see Appendix, page 27.
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The number of Colonial and Foreign Money Orders last year,
counting the issues both in this country and abroad, was about
260,000 ; being an increase of about 70,000, or nearly 37 per
cent. on the number in 1871. These Orders amounted to more
than 1,000,000L. (as compared with about 770,000!. in 1871), and
yielded a profit of nearly 9,000L.; being an increase, during the
year, of about 3,5001.

To the foregoing increase, the Money Orders between this
country and Belgium and Switzerland were an exception ; these
having actually diminished; a falling off attributable to the
cessation of the Franco-German War; during which the immi-
gration of French citizens into the United Kingdom and into
the countries adjoining France caused, for the time, a large
augmentation in the number of Money Orders between the
United Kingdom, Belgium, and Switzerland.

The greatest amount of Colonial business is still with Canada;
whence more than 31,000 Orders, amounting to above 100,000,
were last year received, and to which nearly 7,000 Orders,
amounting to about 29,000l, were sent. Of foreign business
the greatest amount is with the United States; from whence,
last year, nearly 60,000 Money Orders, amounting to about
215,000L,, were received, and to which about 9,000 Orders,
amounting to 36,000. were sent.

The number of Orders received from the United States and
Canada in the month of December was especially large ; owing
probably to many persons availing themselves of the Money
Order system to send Christmas gifts to their relatives and
friends in the United Kingdom.

Notwithstanding the precautions taken to ensure the safe
delivery of Orders sent to Foreign Countries, there bave been
numerous cases (more especially in the United States) where,
from insufficiency of address, they have failed to reach their
proper destination ; thereby causing unnecessary delay and
correspondence before payment could be effected. A new form
of application for Foreign and Colonial Money Orders has been
lately introduced (obtainable at all Money Order Offices) and
by complying with the instructions on this form, and giving
the full particulars asked for, applicants will afford material
assistance in securing the correct transmission of their Orders.

A similar statement (as to insufficiency of address) may be
made concerning the Money Orders received from Foreign
Countries ; and as evidence of this, it may be stated that on an
average there are always nearly 200 Orders from the United
States alone lying at the Chief Office, awaiting application,
owing to the inability of the Department to trace out the
intended recipients.

Descriptions of remitters and payees given in Orders received
from abroad are sometimes rather vague. Thus the remitter of
an Order lately received from Deumark described himself as
“ a Danish farmer who is very kind with your father.”
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In illustration of the amount of business at the Chief Money Business at
Order Oftice in London and of the celerity with which much of Chief Office.
it is performed, it may be mentioned that at this office about
13,000 accounts, with an average of more than 200,000 docu-
ments (consisting of Money Orders, advices, and other vouchers)
are received every morning ; and that all these papers are sorted
and arranged so as to be ready to be dealt with, by the examining
officers, before 9 a.m.

PosT OFFICE SAVINGS BANKS.*

The Post Office Suvings Banks continue to show a steady and Savings Banks.
rapid advance in their business ; with a remarkable increase, last
year, in the number of Friendly, Provident, and other Societies
and Institutions placing money in them.

By the closing of nine more of the old Savings Banks, the
number of such Banks was reduced to 480, and deposits amounting
to upwards of 260,000l. were transferred to the Post Office. .

The number of depositors last year increased in round numbers Depositors and
from upwards of 1,300,000 to upwards of 1,440,000; and the deposits.
whole amount of deposits (including interest) from 17,000,0001.
to upwards of 19,000,000/ ; giving an average of more than 13,
for each depositor.

The sum accruing to the depositors for interest was 430,0001. ; Interest.
being an increase of about 53,000, on the previous year.

The whole sum held jointly by the Post Office and Old Savings Post Office and
Banks at the end of 1872 was nearly 59,000,000!. against rather gmvmxs
less than 56,000,000 at the end of 1871.

The proportion of depositors (including those in the old Proportion of
Savings Banks) to population was, in England and Wales, 1 to depositars to
about 9, and in Scotland 1 to about 13; but in Ireland it was FP"*"™
only 1 to about 50.

The cost to the Post Office of each transaction in Savings Cost per tran-
Bank business, that is of each se[mmte deposit or withdrawal, saction.
(including postage) is now about 6d. ; as compared with about 1s.
in the old Savings Banks.

PosT OFFICE ANNUITIES AND LIFE INSURANCES.T

At the end of 1872 the number of immediate Annuities Immediate
was upwards of 2,700 ; being an increase during the year of Awnuities.
about 900 ; an increase chiefly owing to the grant, under the
Greenwich Hospital Act, 1872, of annuities to masters and
seamen of the Mercantile Marine who had formerly contributed
out of their wages the sum of 6d. a month towards the support
of Greenwich Hospital.

The amount payable for immediate Annuities rose, during the
year, from rather more than 37,000l to nearly 46,000.

* For detailed information, see Appendix, page 29.
t For details, see Appendix, pages 32-36.
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Deferred The number of deferred Annuities at the end of the year was

Annuities. 975 being an increase of 17; while their amount rose from
about 5,0007. to nearly 5,300

Life Policies. Of Life Policies at the end of the year there were upwards
of 3,300; being an increase of about 640 on the previous year ;
w}ﬁle the a;nount advanced from more than 200,0007. to upwards
of 250,0001.

LICENSES.*

Licenses. Last year, the Post Office, on behalf of the Board of Inland
Revenue, issued more than a million licenses of various kinds
producing a revenue of nearly 500,0001.; being an increase of
about 3 per cent. on the previous year. Of these licenses more
than 570,000 were for keeping dogs; being an increase of 22,000
on the number in 1871.

FoREIGN AND COLONIAL PosTs.

Reductions of A few reductions have taken place in the rates of foreign
postage. postage, though none of much importance.
It has long been the wish of the British Post Office to see
a low and, as nearly as practicable, uniform rate established
throughout the whole of Europe; and I shall much rejoice
when this object is attained. The rate, as between the United
Kingdom and several European countries, has already been
reduced to 3d. (a measure which was last year extended to
Denmark); but the European rate which the British Office
would prefer is 2d.
Brazilian Mail ~ The Pacific Steam Navigation Company have entered into a
service. new contract by which they engage to carry the Mails, once a
week, between this country and Brazil, Monte Video, and
Valparaiso, by packets of great power; receiving as payment
a proportion of the postage instead of a fixed annual subsidy.
This mode of remuneration, which is gradually superseding the
old practice, has the important advantages of regulating the
amount according to the income, and of presenting a constant
motive to the contractors for speed and regularity.
West African ~ The contract with the African Steam Ship Company for the
Mails. conveyance of mails between Liverpool and the ports on the
West African Coast expired in September last, and a new
agreement has since been made with this Company and with
the British and African Steam Navigation Company to perform
a regular and frequent service for a payment calculated upon the
sea postage alone.
Services to Notice has been given to the Royal Mail Steam Packet
gr:;'ﬂlgt’“» Company that in December 1874 their contracts for the con-
*™  veyance of the Mails between this country and the West Indies,
Brazil, Buenos Ayres, and Monte Video will be terminated.t

* For further information, ses Appendix, page 37.
t For further information, including a list of mail packets with the heads of the
contracts relating to them, see Appendix, pages 21-23.

— :——A
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STAFPP OF OFFICERS.

Last year the number of officers was increased by about Number of
2,000; making a total of rather more than 40,000,* of whom offcers.
about 9,600, or nearly one quarter, are employed exclusively on
telegraph work.

Upwards of 12,000 of the officers are postmasters, about
8,600 clerks, &c., and upwards of 19,000 letter carriers, sorters,
messengers, &c. :

Of the foregoing staff, nearly 9,000 belong to the London
district ; and of these, more than 3,000 are attached to the Chief
Offices, St. Martins-le-Grand, and over 1,500 to the Central
Telegraph Office.

It is with pleasure that I have given my approval to the Employment
measures that have been proposed for increasing the employment ©of women.
of women in the Post Office ; the first great step in that
direction having been taken by my predecessor, Lord Hartington,
in relation to the Telegraphs. How much remains to be
done towards removing those artificial barriers which have
hitherto shut out women from lucrative employment may be
gathered from the fact that, on a late occasion, when it was
announced, by advertisement, that there were 12 vacancies for
Jjunior counter-women, at wages from 14s. to 17s. a week, more
than 1,200 candidates presented themselves ; the very thorough-
fare, as I am informed, in the neighbourhood of the office of the
Civil Service Commissioners in Cannon Row having been, for a
time, blocked up.

A considerable portion of the addition that has been made to Letter Carriers,
the force is in Letter Carriers, at the chief provincial towns, to
provide for the great increase in the duties. At many of these
places, and in many other parts of the country (more especially
in the manufacturing and mining districts), owing to a general Increase of
increase in the payment for labour, it has been found necessary, wages.
in order to procure and retain the services of men fully competent
to carry on the business of the Department, to raise the wages.

From the report of the Chief Medical Officer of the Depart- Health of the
ment, Dr. Waller Lewis, whose duties, as stated in previous Officers.
reports, are principally confined to the London District, it appears
toat the health of the large body of officers under his charge and
that of Mr. Steet, who has medical care of the telegraph officers,
was very good ; as, indeed, since medical superintendence was
provided, now some 18 years ago, has always been the case.

Among the 7,600 men and women to whom the report relates Death rate.
there were only 46 deaths, or about one in 160 or six in a
1,000 ; the cause of death, in just one half of the cases, being
consumption. Forty-six deaths occurring, as Dr. Lewis observes,
among so large a staff of officers, many of whom are, from the

* For detailed information, see Appendix, page 38.
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nature of their duties, exposed to all variations of weather, must
be acknowledged to be a small number.

Among the retired officers, living on pension, the deaths, as
might be expected, are more numerous ; nevertheless even among
these, numbering rather more than 600, there were only 28
deaths ; the average age at which they occurred being 61. \

Candidates Of nearly 2,500 candidates medically examined last year for
:;?'mcl:lz admission into the service, within the London District, rather

more than 2,100 passed.

Of these candidates somewhat more than 200 were females.
Conduct of The general conduct of the officers has, as usual, been good ;
officers. but, in his report concerning Manchester and its neighbourhood,

Mr. Beaufort, the Postmaster and District Surveyor, states that
last Christmas there were more cases of drunkenness than he
remembers at any previous Christmas; the fault, in almost
every instance, resting with the public ; who cannot be prevailed
upon to exercise ordinary discretion in their mode of testifying
their satisfaction with the Letter Carriers, and who will give
them drink. A similar complaint is applicable to a quarter
of London occupied largely by Manchester houses.
Drunkenness.  Of all causes of dismissal from the service, with the penury
often arising therefrom, drunkenness is the most common; and
I would strongly appeal to all concerned to refrain henceforth
from manifesting their approval of the conduct of the Letter
Carriers in a way which is in truth the reverse of real kindness.
Attempts to In a report on the large body of officers under his control at
excite dis- the QGeneral Office, St. Martin’s-le-Grand, Mr. Boucher, the
satisfaction.  (yontroller of the Circulation Department, says, ¢ Attempts have
“ been made by persons not connected with the Department to
“ excite dissatisfaction amongst the Sorters and Letter Carriers;
 but I am happy to say that the men generally have acted in a
“ very proper and praiseworthy manner, and have not given
“ any encouragement to the agitation.”
Belfast riots. The Postmaster of Belfast states that during the riots in that
town last August, the Letter Carriers were exposed to great
danger from the firing in the streets by the opposing mobs; but
he bears testimony to the unflinching conduct of the men during
that perilous time, and reports, I am glad to say, that none of
them sustained any injury.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE IN RELATION TO POSTAGE AND
MoNEY ORDERS.*

Gross Revenue.

Gross revenue.  The gross revenue from postage and Money Orders last year
was, in round numbers, 5,209,000..; namely, 5,013,000l. from
postage, and 196,000l from Money Orders. In 1871 the total
(exclusive of a sum of about 17,000L.; not properly appertaining
to the year) was 4,884,0001. ; namely 4,698,000L. from postage, and
186,0001. from Money Orders ; showing an increase of 315,0001.

* For full details, see Appendix, pages 39—41.

ey
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from postage and 10,000/ from Money Orders; or a total
increase of 325,0001. :

Of the revenue from Money Orders, 3,500l. was derived from
unclaimed Orders; this sum being about the usual yearly amount.

In the gross revenue from postage in 1871, as compared with
that of 1870, there was a falling-off of about 50,000, owing to
the then recent large reductions in the rates of postage ; but your
Lordships will observe with satisfaction that not only has this
falling-off been made good, but that there is now a clear increase
upon the year 1870 of more than 275,0007, as compared with an
increase of 106,0001. in the last two complete years prior to these
reductions. In making this comparison, however, it must be
borne in mind thatthe later period was one of much greater
commercial prosperity than the earlier period.

Expenditure.

The expenditure last year was 3,685,0007.,, as compared with Expenditure.
3,611,000L. in 1871; showing an increase of 74,0001,

The chief items of expense were 1,682,0000. for salaries, wages, Chief items.
pensions, &e.; 928,000.. for conveyance by Mail Packets and
private ships; 619,000l. for conveyance by railways; 145,0000.
for conveyance by coaches, carts, and omnibuses ; and 164,000L. for
buildings, taxes, fuel, and light.

These items as compared with those in 1871 (adjusted in each
instance so as to show the expenses really appertaining to each
year) exhibit an increase of 131,0000. in salaries, &ec.; of 23,0007
for conveyance by railways; and of 28,000 for buildings, &e.

Net Revenue.

The net revenue last year was 1,524,0000. ; namely, 1,605,0000. Net revenue.
from postage and 19,000!. from money orders ; being an increase
on the net revenue from postage in 1871 of 260,500/, and a
decrease on that from money orders of 9,500l ; or a balance
of increase amounting to 251,0001.

The joint net revenue of 1871 having been less than that of
1870 by 225,000, this deficiency is now made good, together
with a surplus of 26,0001.

To treat the Post Office, however, simply as a mercantile
establishment, and to assess its earnings accordingly, there must
be added a sum, say about 480,000l. for those portions of the
service (relating chiefly to the Mail Packets) which are under-
taken partly for other than postal reasons, and with a know-
ledge that they will entail a loss; also a sum, estimated at
about 97,0001, for the postage of other Departments of Govern-
ment than the Post Office; and, lastly, about 48,0001. for excess
of expenditure during the year in Post Office buildings; the
lattet sum being arrived at by comparing such expenditure with
the interest on the estimated total amount similarly expended in
previous years,

Thus adjusted, the net revenue of last year may be takern at

nearly 2,150,000¢,
32228. _ B
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Intimation having been received on the afternoon of the
3rd December last, from the Gas Company supplying the Chief
Office, that a supply could not be guaran for more than
a few hours, in consequence of the stokers having struck work,
steps were immediately taken for lighting the Sorting Offices
in this building, as also in the Branclllngﬂioes in the Eastern
Central District, with candles (entailing an order for a ton
weight); arrangements being likewise made to provide lanthorns
and torches for the Mail Cart Drivers, and oil ﬁmps for lighting
the Post Office Yard.

Such provision had to be continued during the next three
days; and in the evening the Sorting Offices presented the
novel appearance of being lighted up with 2,000 candles.

The total expense during the four days of the strike was
upwards of 58l., but on the other hand there was a saving in
the consumption of about 160,000 feet of gas, leaving a balance
of loss of about 271.

As an illustration of the variety of interests which the Post
Office is called upon to consider, it may be mentioned that when
the question of affording a daily post to a small place in Ireland,
which up to that time had had only a tri-weekly post, was under
consideration, a gentleman called upon the Pcstmaster to urge
that things might be left as they were ; stating, as the reason
of his application, that he had heard that in order to give the
additional accommodation it would be necessary to alter the
hours of running the Mail Car; an alteration which would not,
he said, suit himself and some other gentlemen who were in the
habit of using the Mail Car when going to fish on a lake near
the Mail Car route!

As might be expected, the Post Office receives many letters of
enguiry on matters with which it can have no possible concern ;
and a curious collection might be made of the letters thus
arriving in the course of any year. One of the strangest that
have lately reached the Department was from a French gentleman
who, having, as he said, no relations or friends in London, wrote
to ascertain whether the English law permitted a foreigner to
marry a young lady, who was of age, against her father’s will!

Previously to last July, it had been the rule of the service for
local time to be observed for certain purposes at country Post
Offices ; but, so far as England, Wales, and Scotland are con-
cerned, this rule was then abolished ; so that Greenwich time
alone is now kept at all the Post Offices in Great Britain.

I have the honour to be,

My Lords,
Your obegient humble Servant,
W. MONSELL
General Post Office,
2 July 1873.
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APPENDIX (B.)
Official Correspondence.

AN EstrMATE of the WEIGHT of CORRESPONDENCE carried, and the Varuve of PosraL
ServicE performed for the following Public Offices in the Year 1872.

Great Britain. Ireland. Total.
NAMES op OPFICES.
Weight. | Amount. | Weight. ' Amount. | Weight. | Amount.
oz. £ oz, £ OR. £

Adjutant General . — -— 60,000 275 60,000 5
Admiralty, Lords Commi-ianen of -| 878200 15,170 — - 378,209 15,170
Army Medical Depurtment - - - — —_ 23,600 110 23,600 110

Board of Trade . - 341,280 2,500 -— -— 341,250
Census Commiuioners - - - 23,800 130 - - 23,800 130
Central Loan Fun - - . . — - 1,450 () 1,450 6
Chancellor, The Lord - - - 18,400 85 - - 18,400 85
ity Commissioners - . - 35,950 170 - - 35,950 170
Chelsea Hospital - 20,900 120 —_ — 20,800 120
Chief Becre! Dubhn Ca.stlo - . — - 270,000 1,230 | 270,000 1,230
Civil Bervice mmlmonen . - | 187,80 - —_ 137,580 665
gglo::ji.nllll (o] hﬁ% 4 E ﬁ Co - 828,450 8,985 - - 328,450 8,985

lo an mngn on m- — -

dlonial La: "3 1200 215 12,300 215

Commander of the l"orcel - - - - — 15,000 70 15,000
Commissariat Department - - —_ - 93, 413 415
Constabulary Office - - - ol -_— 150,000 690 150,600 690
Convict Prisons, Directorsof - - —_ — 270 000 210
Council Ofice - - - - - 000 8175 — - 646,000 3178
Court of Chancery - - - - 10,000 50 —_ —_ 10,000 50
Court of Probate - - 67,800 305 - — 800 308
Crown Office, House of Lon'ls - - 5,000 20 - - 5,000 20
Dltto (Scot.hnd) - - - 57,050 250 —_ - 57,050 250
Custo - - . \ 2,080 16,700 70 980 2,130
Dublm Beoord Omoe - - - - —_ 2,000 8 2,000 8
Foucation Board it Depmm nt o| sems| | o B e b+

xchequer and Audif en - — -

Pmes and Pendhes o - —_ 72,000 320
ign Offi - - - 162,870 6,455 — -— 161,570 6,485
Genenl Valmtion Oﬁlee - - - —_ 25,200 15 116
Home Office - - ! 426,850 2,445 — - 428,650 2,448
nland Bevenue‘ - - - - | 1,996,682 8,510 | 282,700 1,050 | 2,220,382 9,560
Inspector of Fisheries g - - - -— 85,000 160 35,000 160
Inspector Genenl of Prisons - - — — 12,000 50 12,000 50
Irish Office - 64,100 300 —_ - 64,100 300
ord Lieutenant and anm Secl'etary - —_ 7.000 30 7,000 30
Merchant Seamen, Regnsmr of - -] 828,300 1,830 - 8 1,830
Ordnance Survey - - —_ - 30000 135 30,000 t-3
Paymaster of Civil Semoeu - - — — 80 000 360 80,000 360
Paymaster General - - - 78,865 545 - 78,885 545
Local Government Board -| 604275 2,985 160.000 710 | 764275 3,085
Post Omoe, England and Walea - - (12,373,340 86,480 - - 12,373,340 86,480
D' Scotland - - - 814304 1,368 —_ -— 314304 1,385
Ditto Ireland - - - —_ 335,000 2,610 | 335,000 2,610
uartermuter General - - — - 18,400 85 18,400 85
uoen s Remembnneer (Sootlmd) -] 83, — - 33,465 80
- | 1,114,800 1,815 686,000 1,590 | 1,800,800 3,405
Dltto ditto éScotl&nd) - - 27, 305 — bl 127,890 305
Register House (Edinburgh) - - 36,841 130 - — 35,841 130
Registrar of Friendly Socletlea - - 42,740 200 —_ —_ 42,740 200
Science and Art Departm - -| 780,365 3,685 —_ -— 3,085
Bmt.lonerg Office - - 24,975 145 12,600 85 37 300
Board of Supervision (Sootla.nd) - . 17,000 70 — - 17,000 70
Tithe Commissloners - - 66,380 300 —_ - 68,380 00
3’ - - - - 356,400 1,680 — -— 356,400 1,880
‘War Oficet - | 2,541,500 20,690 68,000 290 | 2,679,500 20,980
‘Woods and Forosts. Commmionen of - 63,974 240 — - 83,974 #0
‘Works and Buiidings, Commissioners of 78,820 520 | 107,400 495 | 188,220 1,015
ToTALs - - - (24,181,000 | 174,975 | 2,701,750 12,134 (26,022,840 | 187,100

* Including about 165,120 oz. ¢ with Book Postage.
+ dlns 980,420 h.:sed ”»

3 . 1,058,350 - .

Note.~The Charge for Pos of Official Co ndence has not been provided for in the Estimates
since the S1st March 1868. e Estimate of Official up to that date was framed on the
principle of ¢ Inward Letters at the unpaid nte 'he present Estimate is framed on the
principle of ¢! nland and Colonial Letters, inwards and outwards, at the prepaid rate.
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APPENDIX (D))
Colonial and Foreign

Contraocts.
Line of Packets. Co Payment.
me-
mencement. Termination.
AUBTRALIA: 2
Point de Galle and 8ydney - - | 13 Peb. 1886 - | On 81st December 1873 - - (a) 130,000 ‘

BRAZIL, RIVER PLATE, AND CHILI: * |

Monthly Service from Southampton - | 1Jan.1864 - [ On S1st December 1874 - - (b)sss0 |
Monthly Service from Liverpool =| 1June 1870 - | On 6 months’ notice - - * 5359 '
Bi-monthly service from Liverpool - | 20 July 1870 - | Terminated 31st December 1878 *10317
CAPE o¥ Goop HorE - - - | 1July 1868 - | On 30th June 1876, if 12 months’ * 25,482
Pprevious notioce has been given.
EAsT INDIBS, CINA,and JAPAF - - | 1April1869 - [ On S1st January 1880, if 24 (c) 450,000
months’ previous notice has
been given.
NORTH AMERICA : ]
United Btates:
Cunard Line - - - -| 1Jan.1869 - | On12 calendar months’ notioce, 70,000
?8% not before S1st December
Inman Line - - -| 1May1869 - Ditto . . 35,000
North German Lloyd’s Line 6 May 1870 - | On 12 calendar months’ notice - *e9%7 )
British North America: 16.250
Queemstown and Halifax - - | Contract with | Canadian Government - -{ Imperial contn-}
In bution, 8125
Hah!u, Bermudn, and 8t. Thomas | 1Jan.1868 - | At the end of 1877, if 12 montha 19,500
previous notice has been given. 6000
New York and Nassau - - | Contract with | Bahamas Government - { Imperial oontri-}
bution, %}g
Belize and Jamaica - - < | Contract with | Honduras Government - -{ Imperial contri-}
bution, 2,000
PaCIFIC - - - - - -| 1April1865 - | Terminated S1st December 1878 (d) 18,250
‘WesT INDIES
Bl-monthly Service - . -| 1Jan.1864 - | On 81st December 1874 - - (o) 172,914
Additional Services :
Liverpooland Puerto Cabello, Tam- | 20 Oct. 1869 - | On 6 months’ notice - - 1,912
pico, and Santa Martha.
8t. Kitts, Novis, and Monteerrat - | 1 Jan. 1864 - | On 6 months’ notice - -1 480
8t. Thomas and Porto Rico - - | 1Jan.1871 - | On 31st December 1874 - - 1,000
€00
Turk’s Island and 8t. Thomas - | Contract with | Turk’s Island Government -{ Imperial contn-}
bution, 300
‘WEST COAST OF AFRICA . - - | 28 8ept. 1866 - | Terminated 26th Sept. 1872 - 20,000

(a) The actual ent for the Australian servico is 129,000/.—an abatement of 5004. being made on account of
ntmumoe orgm dmiralty Survey, and a further abatement of 500V. on account o?sthe withdrawal of Ivu\'al

Subject to a deduction of 400/. on account of the withdrawal of Naval Agents.
An abatement of 1,000 is allowed by the Company on account of the withdrawal of Naval Agents.
The sum of 5007, is deducted from this payment in consideration of the Admiralt Survey being discontinued,
and a further sum of uol.onnooonntofnowoommodaﬁon nqumdforumailoéw

Goneral Post Office, London, Moy 1878.

|
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APPENDIX (D.)
Packet Service.

Sharo of Sea| British Nobareds
of umber
Penalties for Premiums Contributions Postageon | Loss | EAte of Postage Letterst
for towards the Cost Letters, |on the | per singlo Letter, carried b,
Overtime. N‘“”&& s&"::“ excluding the ng:tga
papers, i- in
Undertime. of the Bervice. (Estl- |mated.)| TransitRates. | Directions
mated.)t t in 1871t
‘soou On outward| Australia and New Zealand, 80:):00 71300 6d. 1920‘3?600
or n outw: and New 5 X X 3 .
34 hours, | voyage, 500,  G45000
for every
24 hours,
. 504 for every | &8I,  for
l 12 hours. every 13
hours.
\Ono-eighth part/ - - -] B . - .| 41000 6,000 1s. Nuaccount
iof ordinary taken,
| payment for ©
cvery 24 hours.
Ditto -l - -
0. forevery |- - -|- - - 20,000 1,600 1s. 333,000
w“houdr:y 251 per day {in%%m a N } 000 {}I?idiia&(k fon 0d. }2914000
| 504, per - . per ustralia  an ew 140,500 | 145, nd ylon 9d. | 2,914,
| Zealand, 28,480¢. China, &c. 1s.
! rOne half of the cost of con~
| yance across the At-]
hntic Cunard and
| Inman kets of thel
' Mails for Bahamas
- - - - - Honduras is repaid by #4000 | 68,000 3d. 8,582,000
the Governments of
| these Colonies.
| ! The amount thus to be re-
| ocovered for the year
1872 is about 7008
| o . Y Canadian
! Dominion
! E:id Prln“l ce ¢3d. N
3, for every Wal o
Bhouss b Ll o oo sow | 8030 |{ yeumad e
. - - and ¢ 6d.
uda.
Nassau md}u
5. for eve - -f- . - - - 15,500 7,700 1s. 6d. "
12 hours. i
3. for every | 252, for |)
i every ,12
Q'r‘ne‘whtp part - - -
payment for . .
every 33 hours. be - - 75,000 - {111,000 1s. ”»
. . Sl - el
(e . S - . Il . . - . ~| 6500 | 16450 6d. "
® The ents in these eueu depen n the amount of correspondence conveyed by the pucketc.
d The E‘}’?& t:";z"%em ootum ns nrepoor ; the accounts for the year 1878 not made up in time to admit of
figures ing gi
$ International and l‘rumt Lotters only.

(l) additional sum of 2,0008. is paid to the Com) ﬁan:forhndmgthemnﬂsatl’lymouth. Deductions amounting
1013158, are made on account of the withdrawal of and sorting office

GRORGE CHETWYND,
Receiver and Accountant denenl.
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APPENDIX (E)

Noumser of MarLs daily between London and other Post Towns in England and Wales.

APPENDIX (F.)

A.—Telegraphic Messages.

TasLe showing, to the nearest Thousand, the Number of Messages
(exclusive of Press and News Messages) forwarded from Postal

Telegraph Stations in the United Kingdom during each Month of
1871 and 1672.

Number Number
Month. of Messages, of Messages, Increase.
, 1871, 1872.
January - - - 772,000 1,055,000 283,000
¥ebruary - - 751,000 1,014,000 268,000
March - - - 929,000 1,096,000 167,000
April - - - 831,000 1,221,000 390,000
May - - - - 970,000 1,288,000 263,000
June - - -1 1,008,000 1,195,000 192,000
Juy - - = -| 1115000 1,385,000 270,000
Angust - - 1,153,000 1,466,000 313,000
September - - 1,055,000 1,393,000 338,000
October - - - 1,176,000 1,371,000 195,000
November - - - 1,027,000 1,324,000 297,000
December - - 978,000 1,105,000 127,000
Total - - 11,760,000 14,858,000 3,098,000

Note.~During the year 1871 the number of words transmitted in Press messages, -
payment, mcged o total of 21,701,968 words, and during the ycar 1872 a total of 28,080.7‘?0
W ; showing an increase of 6,322,802 words during the year.
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APPENDIX (H.)—continued.

ReTURN of the BALANCE SHEETS of the PosT Orrice SaviNgs BAnks for the
Year 1872 ; showing the Balance due to Depositors, the Amount of Expenses
remaining unpaid, the Value of Securities at the Cost Price, less Depreciation of
those which are Terminable by Lapse of Time, Amount of Cash in Hand,
and Dividends accrued but not received at the end of the Year, and the Surplus
or Deficiency of Funds to meet Liabilities. (So far as relates to the National
Debt Office.)

Value of such Dividends
Becurities standing in the Names of the Securities at $00 | gocrued but not
Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt |less Deprwhfion received
on acoount of the Post Office Bavings Banks Fund. | Of tbose which | o g end of
by Lapse of Time. the Year.

£ e d £ s d. £ s d
Consolidated 82, per Oents - -| 174895114 6 | 1,606788 8 0 26,402 4 1
Reduced 87. per Cents - -| 936601 &5 8 858,642 6 0 676 7 8
New 8l. per Oents - - | esmms 08 | 31880 5 0| 1688314 9
New 2}l per Cents - . -] 1,000000 0 0 | 765000 0 O 12,160 6 6
Exchequer Bills - - - | 187000 0 0 186,649 10 0 801 7 4
Turkish Guaranteed 4}. per Cent. Bonds| 110,900 0 0 111,074 15 0 1,882 5 2
Church Temporalities, Ireland, Bonds | 2500000 0 0 | 2,500,000 0 0 89308 5 6
A T ST} () | emoom 0 0 | mam 0 0
o e piring sth Avgaseioe "} "’l.i-:‘?.%n&m"} 5m0 0 0 | 15 0 0
Mx@?@%’&fs'&ﬁﬁﬂ %%%ﬂ?m“: () 70,847 15 © '
gglvn:g:t;g? Bosrd. per Act 4 a} per annum 482,657 0 0 83378 0 0

£ 18,407,353 19 0 785201 11 0

Add Value of Becurities - - | 18,407,358 19 0
Cash Balance in Bank of England - 827,249 13 9

£ |19,550804 3 9

orB.~The value on 31st December 1872 of the several Terminable Annuit|
inOolumnl.wmbofoundby.ddmcthem:mcolummsandatog:them 108 (4,5, and o)

ﬁ%m Dobt Office, C. “?‘..‘.‘.’.‘.‘33"' Comptroller,

May 1878,
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APrPENDIX (I.)—continued.
POST OFFICE.

(A)

AX Account showing the Amount received by Her Majesty’s Postmaster Genersl
for the Purchase of DEFERRED ANNUITIES and MONTHLY ALLOWANCES, under
Act 27 & 28 Vict. c. 43.,from the 1st January to the S31st December 1872, and
the Disposal of the same.

Receipts. Amount. Payments. Amount.
£ s d. 2 s d
Balance on 31st December 1871 Cash paid to the Commissioners
brought forward - - 86611 5 for the Reduction of the
Cash received for the purchase National Debt for Deferred
of Deferred Annuities and Annuities and Monthly Al-
Monthly Allowances, viz. :— lowances - - - %781 17
£ s d Balance in the hands of Her
Money not re- . Majesty’s Postmaster General
turnable -1,024 5 6 on the 81st December 1878 - 43315 1
Money return-
able - -181319 9
—| 2838 5 8
£3,204 16 8 £3,204 16 8
(B.)

AN Account showing the Amount received by Her Majesty’s Postmaster General
on account of CoNTRACTS for the Payment of Sums at DeaTH, under Act
27 & 28 Vict. c. 43., from the 1st January to the 31st December 1872, and the
Disposal of the same.

Receipts. Amount. Payments, Amount.
£ sd 2 s d
Balance on 31st December 1871 Cash paid to the Commissioners
brought forward - - 420 9 3 for the Reduction of the
Cash received on account of National Debt for Investment
Contracts for payment of Sums on account of Contracts for
at Death - - - -] 742015 6 payment of Sums at Death - | 7,114 510

Balance in the hands of Her
Majesty’s Postmaster Gene-
ral on 81st December 1878 - 735 18 11

£7850 4 9 £7,850 4 9

©)
Ax Accouxt showing the Amount received by Her Majesty’s Postmaster General
for the Purchase of IMMEDIATE ANNUITIES, under Act 27 & 28 Vict. c. 43,,
from the 1st January to the 81st December 1872, and the Disposal of the

same.
Receipts. Amount, Payments. Amount.
€ & d. £ s d
Balance on 81st December 1871 Cash paid to the Commissioners
brought forward . -] 8,001 1 4 for the Reduction of the
Cash received for the purchase National Debt for the pur-

of Immediate Annuities -| 97,269 710 chase of ImmediateAnnuities | 82,543 3 3
Balance in the hands of Her

Majesty’s Postmaster General
on the 31st December 1872 - | 17,817 511
£100,360 9 2 £100,360 9 2
bno. CHEETWYND,
General Post Office, Receiver and Accountant General.
March 1873,
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APPENDIX (L)—continued.

(IL.) AN Account showing the Number and Amount of CoXTRACTS entered into
by Her Majesty’s Postmaster General from the Commencement of Business on
the 17th April 1865 to the 31st December 1872, and the Number and Amount
of Contracta in existence on the 31st December 1872,

(I11.) AX Account showing the Amount paid for CHARrGES of MANAGEMENT
from the Commencement of Business on the 17th April 1865 to the 31st Decem-
ber 1872.

T o | 1 Tasmary to
Anuary
— 81 December | 81 December TOTAL
1871, 1872
£ s & £ s d. £ s d.
Salaries and Allowunoes - - . -| 2227 8 7 834 6 8 | 8,061 9 3
Stationery - - - -] 1,43517 4 3816 0 1,474°18 4
Stamps on Policlel - - - - . 138 2 6 4012 6 17815 ©
Fees to Medical Officers - -l 445 0 8 10818 0 63812 8
Incidental Disbumments, me]udins vaelllng
Charges -] 24114 1 020 24116 1
‘Works executed md Fnrmture supplled - 250 510 |- - -| 28 510

manage-
ment, including furniture, books, atatlonery.

ToTAL AMOUNT paid for charges of }
aud preliminary expenses -

4738 210 | 1,107 9 2 | 58412 0

Pees received on the grant of certain Annuities | 2,807 8 7 51018 0 | 2718 1 7

nel \{
) 1ver an n
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APPENDIX (K.)

Staff of Officers.

Ar the end of 1872 the Staff of Officers (omitting those engaged ex-
clusively on telegraph duties) was as follows, as compared with the
Staff at the end of 1871.

On 31st of On 31st of
Dec. 1871. Dec. 1872.

I. Officers in British Isles :—
1 | Postmaster General - - - 1
7 | Secretary, second sccretary, assistant secre- 7
tary, assistant under secrctarics, and
secretarlcs for Scotland and Ireland.

21 | Other supenor officers in the Metropolitan 21

offices, viz. : heads of departments, chief

clerks, &c.
17 | Surveyors - - - - - 17
11,928 | Postmasters - - - - | 12,241
2,499 | Clerks, &c. - - - 2,742
*14,696 | Letter carriers, sorters, messengeh, &c. - | 15,409
100 | Mhail guards and porters - - 94
6 | Marine mail officers - - - 6
29,275 |- —| 30,538

24 | II. Postmasters, clerks, letter carriers, &c. 29

in the colonies, the posts of which are
under the direction of the Postmaster

General.
24 29
45 | II1. Agents in foreign countries for col- 50
lection of postage, &c
45 50
29,344 30,617

* In the Elghteenth Annual Report the countermen, now classed with the clerks,
&c., were included in the number of letter carriers.

The Starr of OFFICERs engaged exclusively on telegraph duties at the
end of 1872 was as follows :—

On 31st of
Dec. 1872.
! -
19 | Chief enginecrs and other superior officers.
5,915 i Clerks, subordinate engineers, &c.
3,657 \ Messengers, &c.
9,591 '
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APPENDIX (N.)

GRross ReveNUE, CosT of MANAGEMENT, and NET REVENUE of the
Post OFricE of the Unrrep KingDoM, since the Year 1837.*

P
T | ey | it | N | G
Departments.
£ £ | £ 2
1838(3) - - | 2,346,278 686,768 1,659,510 45,156
1839(c) - - | 2,390,763 756,999 1,638,764 44,277
1840(d) - - | 1,359,466 858,677 500,789 90,761
A}‘;‘;‘gel‘é‘;f_‘zg 1,658,214 1,001,405 656,809 112,468
, 1846-50 | 2,143,717 1,304,772 838,944 110,798
» 1851-55 | 2,569,836 1,441,334 1,128,502 157,003
,» 1856-60 | 3,135,587 1,785,911 1,349,676 145,566
, 1861-65 | 3,891,568 2,074,188 1,817,380 184,912
w 1866-70 | 4,618,146(/) 2,419,926 2,198,220 92,877 (e)
1871 - - | 4900454(g)| 2,559,797 2,340,657 -
1872 - .| 5208922 2,754,764 2,454,158 —

* In this Table the Re does not include the produce of the Impressed Stamp on News-
g‘pers, and the ExEmdlture does not include elther the cost of the Packet Bervice or that of
tntlonery The nce Accounts relating to the Post Office from 1838 to 1859 inclusive
lelg been constructed in this manner, the same arrangement (so far as this table is con-
cerned, except that, with a view to greater accuracy the liabilities of the year have been sube
stltuted for the dmbursements) has been continued subsequently, with a view to facilitate
ft{lmn The correct revenue of the Post Office for the year 1 2 will be found at page 17
Ol
;{2 Na.mely, the Gross Receipts after deducting the Returns for “ Refused Letters,” &c.

1838 was the last complete year before the general reduction of postage.
On 5th December 1839 the maximum Inland Postage for a single letter was reduced to 4d,
On 10th Jnmury 1840 the postage on all inland letters weighing not more than % oz. was
uoed toa un lorm charge of one penny.
ceased to be charged on the correspondence of Government Departments early in
t.he year ]868. The amount of Government Postage (excludmg the Post Office itself) for the
last complete year in which it was charged (1887) was about 197,000/

(f) Prior to 1st October 1870 newspapers bearing the im ressed stamp of the Inland Revenue
Department passed t ugh the Post free. The imp: stamp, however, was abolished o
that date, the rate of ﬂ: being at the same time reduced from a8 penny on any newspaper
not weighing more t 40z. to a halfpenny on each newspaper irrespective of weij ﬁl:z On
the same da rate was reduoes to a halfpenny for every 2 oz.; circu (not
wholly printed) were admnmd to the privileges of the Book Post; and Post Cards at one

nny each were issued.

(g) In October 1871 the dnhnctwe rate of tt.erns and samples was abolished ;
the letter rate on all letters and packeta weighing m nn half an ounce being at the same
time reduced to the following scale:

For a letter not above 1 oz - - 1d.
» above 1 oz. but not nbove 2 oz. - - lid.
» » 2oz, ” 402. - - .
. » 40z » 6 oz. - - %Rd.
”» » 6oz - 8 oz. - - 8.
» » 80z » 10 oz. - - ﬂd.
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» 120z
- » 12 oz. one penny for each ounce.
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